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effect In the earlier and better days of his adversity in
Mecca, he had disclaimed any other method than persuasion,
and even declared that it was not necessary for salvation to
embrace the true religion, for God would accept all who, under
any system of faith, endeavoured to discover his will, and to
obey him. But the chapters which profess to have been revealed
to him at Medina, where he reigned without control, breathe a
less liberal spirit, requiring all to submit to Islam as the only
road to salvation. Such a fundamental change excites a strong
suspicion against the legislator, and an argument against the in-
spiration of the Koran; for reason confirms Balaam's declara-
tion that God is not a son of man that he should repent: He
who knows and has arranged all things from the beginning
changeth not. And a method of conversion that was allowed after-
wards, could hardly have been objectionable before. The autho-
rized use of the 'sword invests with a peculiar glory the champion
of the faith, and if he falls in a religious war he is reckoned in the
army of martyrs, and admitted into immediate'bliss. It was the
conviction of this doctrine, strengthened by the assurance of a di-
vine predestination,which overruled the result of battles, that ren-
dered the Moslem soldiers invincible, and tended so powerfully,,
when the faith was fresh and vigorous, to spread Islam rapidly
in every direction. With more mercy and prudence than con-
sistency, the alternative of a capitation tax was offered to the
conquered, and, in consequence, those denominations of Chris-
tians who were treated as heretics by the dominant party in
Syria and Egypt preferred the supremacy of a Moslem gover-
nor to the yoke of the Emperor. In many respects tlie Koran
imitates the Pentateuch, but its spirit is comparatively from the
earth. With all its declarations of the unity of the Godhead, it
has no equivalent to the call to love Him with all the powers
both of the heart and of the understanding; and though among
the epithets of the supreme Being, the merciful, the compas-
sionate, and the gracious, are intermixed with those that
announce his power, intelligence, and perfection, it is not as
an affectionate father, but as a just and merciful sovereign, that
Gocl appears in the Koran; and the Moslems that deserve the